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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM MARTA TOMASZEWSKA 

1. What is your view of the Bill’s approach to achieving equality by making civil 
partnerships available to different sex couples, rather than closing future 
civil partnerships to all couples?   
 

My view is that extending civil partnership to different sex couples rather than close 

future civil partnership provides wonderful opportunity that allows choice and 

protection for many cohabitating couples. Introduction of Civil Partnership to different 

sex couples ensures equality for people in committed relationship, who don’t find 

marriage a right option for them, in offering recognition of their partnership in terms of 

the law, outlining rights, obligations and protections. 

 

2. What will the impact of the Bill and its provisions be on you, your community 
or your organisation? Give consideration as to whether there is any impact 
on human rights or equality issues for any particular groups of people.  

I come from country which has strong catholic traditions and marriage for a long time 
has been pretty much only socially acceptable form of partnership. This deterred me 
from the institution. I find Scotland which, is now my home. Civil partnership would 
allow me an option, more appropriate to my world view. I find terminology used in 
relation to Civil Partnership more fitting with modern day relationships where man and 
woman are equal and partners, enter into agreement that is registered and dissolved 
without burden of servitude and gendered symbolic, associations and traditions.  

I believe that the extension of civil partnership to different sex couples will benefit a 

large community of cohabitating couples, by providing them with formal protections, 

rights and obligations.  I believe that extension of civil partnership will benefit children 

of cohabitating couples providing better protections of their benefits in case of one of 

the parent’s deaths or dissolvement of the relationship (in comparison to children 

whose parents are cohabitating couple).  

 

3. Is there anything else about civil partnerships that should be included in (or 
excluded from) the Bill? If so, what changes would you like to see and why? 
Please explain your reasons.  

Opening Civil Partnership to heterosexual couples is important as it raises the profile 

of the institution at international scale. Once it will become available it will allow legal 

recognition that will be more in line with options available in other countries around 

world making it practical alternative to marriage. I would like to see reference to UK/ 

Scotland international recognition of Civil Partnership arrangements of both hetero and 

homosexual couples.  
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4. Will the Bill result in any resource implications for your organisation or you 
as an individual? If so, please explain and provide any supporting 
information.  

I believe that the bill will have resource implication on various organisation, including 
councils, employers and government as well as individuals and their families.  
Increased pension liabilities on spousal support for pension schemes or loss of 
inheritance tax revenues are just some examples that come to mind. The bill will have 
resource implications on me and my family. My partner will be recognised as my next 
of kin in case of emergencies, here and abroad. Formalisation of our partnership would 
also streamline inheritance proceedings especially in terms of insurance which, at the 
moment, are treated as directives.  

  

 


